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1. Introduction

The education of children is one of the
main tasks of our state because the successful
future of our country depends on the level of
pupils’ knowledge. At school we neither learn
to write and count, nor we are taught to think
and perform our projects.

Studying foreign languages (English, Ger-
man and Spanish) in the “Lyceum Solaris” and
reading information about educational system
in these countries, we wanted to find out: What
similarities and differences are there in the
school week in these countries? What subjects
do pupils study and do they have much home-
work as we?

The aim of our research — compare school
week of children of the same age in Europe and
Russia.

The tasks of this work are:

1. To study the school education in Russia
and European countries.

2. To conduct a survey among classmates
to compare their opinions about education in
England, Spain and Germany with real facts.

The object of the study is the school educa-
tion in different countries.

The practical value of this work we see in
expanding the horizons, getting more informa-
tion about European schools, and also making
friendly contacts with our pen friends.

We have used the following methods by
doing our research: collecting materials from
various sources; interviewing student of the
same year in Russia and Spain; consultations
with teachers; analysis and comparison; gener-
alization; using of computer technologies.

Results of the research: Make a presenta-
tion on the theme: «The school week in Europe
and Russiay.

To carry out the practical part of the work,
a survey of classmates was conducted in the
form of a questionnaire, which made it possible
to put forward a hypothesis:

School week in Europe is not much differ-
ent from Russia, but Russian schoolchildren
are too overwhelmed with homework.

2. Theoretical part. The educational system
in Europe

As you know, the history of education in
Europe dates back to the Middle Ages. For
example, the first university in Europe was
opened in the 11th century in Bologna, Italy.
Schools appeared much earlier and as a rule
functioned at various religious institutions.

The first university in Russia began its
work in 1724, in St. Petersburg. And of course,
we are interested to know whether the six-hun-
dred-year time gap between the emergence of
higher education in Europe and Russia affected
the current situation in education.

The European educational system has its
own characteristics. The system of school edu-
cation in Europe is divided into public and pri-
vate.

But it is wrong to compare state educa-
tion in Russia with private schools in Europe.
Therefore, in this research work we will exam-
ine public schools in Europe to compare them
with the Russian ones.

2.1. British schools

The educational system of Great Britain
developed over a hundred years. This is a com-
plex system with slight differences between
different parts of the country. The English edu-
cational system differs from what we have in
Russia. The education in Britain is compulsory
from 5 to 16 years. More than 95 % of all Eng-
lish children study in public schools. All public
schools in the UK are free of charge and pro-
vide their students with books and equipment.

— Nursery school (from 2 to 5 years) — op-
tional education.

— Junior schools or primary schools (from
6 to 11 years);

After graduation they pass the Common
Entrance Examination (CEE) in the form of
testing all main subjects.

— Senior School — or secondary school
(from 12 to 16 years). Both state and private
schools from 5 to 10 classes prepare students
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for the exams on General Certificate of Sec-
ondary Education.

Classifying schools by sex, they can be
divided into three types of institutions: mixed
schools, schools for girls and boys’ schools.

2.2. School education in Germany

In Germany studying begins at age of 6 and
it’s divided into primary and secondary schools.
The types of secondary schools in Germany are
as follows:

— Grundschule — from 6 to10 years,

— Hauptschule — from11 to 16 years and as-
sumes the subsequent training in the vocational
school;

— Realschule — is designed for 6 years of
study. A high score allows a student to enter the
senior class of the gymnasium, and then to the
university;

— Gymnasium — there the training lasts
8-9 years and gives the most seriously education.

The German education system accommo-
dates and caters for students with various abili-
ties. Beyond the traditional academic subjects
of Maths, Science, Geography, History and
Languages, the German system also provides
opportunities for students to study vocational
disciplines.

School education in Spain

The history of education in Spain dates
back to the 12th century. In that time the first
university was opened in the city of Palencia.
Nowadays there are well-developed systems of
both public and private education in the king-
dom. The state education system in Spain is
divided into 3 levels of compulsory education.

-Educacion Primaria (elementary school) —
from 6 to 12 years. This is free education. Each
year of studying corresponds to the class num-
ber (curso).

— Educacion secundaria Obligatoria (mid-
dle and high schools), lasts from 12 to 16 years.

— Educacion secundaria post-oblicatoria —
after 16 years, the child can either continue
his free education in high school and prepare
for secondary or higher education or leave the
school and continue his education in a second-
ary specialized institution or start working.

3. Practical part

In this research work we compared the
school week pupils of 5 grades in Russia and
Spain. We conducted a survey in class to find out
what children know about European schools.
The results of our survey are in (Appendix 1).

One of our classmates prepared question-
naire about studying in Spanish schools and
her mother helped us to make the practical part
of our work. She visited Spain and asked some
questions to children and their parents.

Ilya and Polina are children from Russian —
speaking families but they were born in Spain.
They are student of Sform of primary school
in a small town Torrevieja in Spain. They an-
swered all our questions. From the interview
with our new friends we have learned some in-
teresting facts about their school week in Spain.

Lessons

Pupils in Spain study 5 days a week. As a
rule they have 6 lessons a day. The first 3 les-
sons take place without a change to rest. Then
pupils have a big break (40 minutes) for food
and a short walk. After the rest they have next
3 lessons. Each lasts 45 minutes.

The school day begins at 9 am and ends
at 2 pm. After lunch the pupils can visit after-
school activities or go home.

Timetable (Appendix 2).

The lesson schedule is issued to students
once in the beginning of the year. We can
note the fact that quantity of subjects is a little
less than in our school. Children learn Span-
ish, Literature, Maths, Biology, Music, PE, IT,
Geography and History, which are combined
into one subject and Foreign languages. There
is drawing lessons too. But it’s a bit different
and called Art. On such lessons they are taught
to draw, make sculpture or creative hand-made
things. They have no Labor lessons.

It’s Interesting: In the elementary school
pupils write in their papers with a pencil.

School Diary (Appendix 3)

Pupils have a school diary in Spanish
school too, but it differs from the diaries in
Russian schools and looks like a notebook. In
their diaries they have term marks only. Marks
for tests are displayed on a separate sheet for
the report at parents’ meetings. (Appendix 4).

The last part of the diary is devoted to vari-
ous tips and instructions. For example, the rules
of behavior at school or class, advices how to
organize your own training or how to prepare
for the exams. There are also tips for parents
and even advice on healthy food and safety.
(Appendixes 5 -12)

Out of curiosity: There is a paper pocket in
a school diary. It is used for money you need to
pay or for a note from parents.

Homework (Appendix 13)

Pupils have a lot of homework every day.
Students must write down the homework for
each subject, and their parents sign it. In this
way there is the control over the pupils’ home-
work.

Important: Pupils get no marks for home-
work.

Marks

There is a ten-point system of notes in
Spain. And it seems to us that such system is
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much more accurate estimates of knowledge.
Marks from 8 to 10 are very good.

School interaction with parents

They have no public electronic diaries.
There is one day a week (Wednesday) when
parents can come to a consultation with the
teacher. At this consultation they usually ask
questions about their child’s progress or dis-
cuss their problems.

After- school activities

The school education in Spain is aimed at
comprehensive development of children, on
the establishment of their independence, so-
cial skills and choice of occupation. There are
excursions and trips, meetings with interesting
people and volunteer work.

A comparison table of school week in
Russia, Spain, Germany and England is in
(Appendix 14).

4. Conclusion

During the work on the theme «The school
week in Europe and Russia « we examined and
compared the school weeks of the fifth grade
pupils in such different countries as Russia,
Spain, Germany and England. This work was
exciting and useful for us. We found out a lot of
interesting facts that can be used in our schools.

1. We successfully solved the research
tasks. We investigated various sources of infor-
mation and noticed some similarities.

— School education is given great impor-
tance in all countries.

— School education is compulsory for every
child who is 5-6 years.

— In all countries state school prepare their
students for the GCSE (General Certificate of
Secondary Education).

2. The results of schoolmates ‘question-
naire allow us to say that the most part of stu-
dents don’t know about education in Europe or
have incorrect information.

3. It was interesting to find out the follow-
ing differences in European schools:

Each school in England and in Spain has
the name (Westminster School in England,
Kolehio de Cuba in Spain). But the most part
of Russian schools have numbers.

In English schools children turn to the
teachers Mr and Miss / with a surname, and in
Spanish they can turn to the teacher for «you»
or simply «profe» (teacher).

British students have only 3 terms and we
have 4 terms.

In European schools the school year ends in
June, and begins in the middle or end of Sep-
tember.

In British schools there is a norm of marks
different from Russian schools:

A —90-100 — excellent knowledge,

B — 80-89 — good,

C —70-79 — satisfactory,

D - 60-69 — bad,

E — 0-59 — very bad.

In Spanish schools is a ten-point system of
grades and in Germany is the 6—point system
of grades.

At the end of each term teacher sends a re-
port to the parents.

In England and in Spain all students have
their own lockers. Lockers are important and
guarantee the safety of students’ property.

In schools in Europe there is a system of
punishment for certain disobedience, such as
using mobile phones during the lessons.

In conclusion we can add that our hypothe-
sis has partly confirmed. School week of Span-
ish pupils is not very different than ours. Span-
ish students have a lot of homework too but it’s
their wish do it or don’t.
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8. I/IHTepBB}O co mKoJpHuKamMu Mcnanum.

Appendix 1
Results of questionnaire

l. CkonpKko JHEH B HENEI0 ydarcs
ydamuecst EBpornieiickux mkon?
6 nmHent — 55%
5 nueit — 38 %
4 mast — 7%
2. CKOJIBKO YPOKOB (B Cpe/iHEM) Y YICHHUKOB
5 knacca B EBponelickux mkonax?
5—-6 ypokoB — 80 % yuamuxcs
4, 7 ypokoB — 20 % y4ammxcs

3.Ecte mm y ywammxcs S5 KJIaccoB
nomammHee 3amanme? Kakoe mo Bamemy
MHEHUIO?

Her—-10%

Ectb, HO Mano — 52 %
Ectp, cTonbko ke — 38 %
4. Kora B EBpone HaurHaeTCs yIeOHBIH TO1T?
1 centsiopst — 90 %
B npyroe Bpems — 10%
5. AHrus, I'epmanus, Hcnanus.
B xakoii U3 3TUX CTpaH oueHKa «1» sBiseTcs
HaMBBICIIUM OaioM?
I'epmanms — 52 %
Ucnanus — 45 %
Anrimns — 3%
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Ecte nmu B mkomax EBpombl MIKOIBHBII

1 3JIEKTPOHHBIN THEBHUK?

Ja—64%

Her - 22%

He 3naro — 14 %

Timetable of 5% grade student in Spanish school

Appendix 2

AHIIAACKHI 3.

Wcnanckwii 3.

Wcnanckwii 3.

Wcnanckwmii 13.

AHTIINACKHAI 3.

Uctopus/Teorrpa-

HWcnanckuii s13. Maremaruka bus Maremaruka Maremaruka
DusKyneTypa Jlureparypa Du3KynpTYpa Banenculickuii s13. | Banencuiickuii s3.
Maremaruka Mys3bIka Jlureparypa JIuteparypa My3bIka
Jlureparypa Banencuiickuii s13. | AHMIHHACKHHN 3. buonorus HckyceTBo

Penurus (neoOs3a- N HUcrtopusi/Ti - o
buonorus en ( o On3a Banencuiickuii 3. cropus/Teorpa KuaccHslii gac
TEJIbHBII) hust
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